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A Marble Platform ig in height on which ts erected the Taje Mahel 


The TAJE MAHEL. 

The Mosque . 

A bulding corresponding wu general form, with, C 
Marble Basons contaring Water. 


_ Gardens. 


Laved Walks through avenues of Trees . 
Large Marble Bacon with fountains . 


PLAN OF THE TAJE MAHEL, AGRA: 
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Charmels for Water with FOUNtanns . 


R Gardens attached to the Tombs 
Beds of Flowers. S.. A WeT. 
Summer Houses. : T. Pawn Bazrars. 
The Prinapal Gate of the Tage Mahet. U Meter Gate 

V 


Apartments for female attendants to Ladies of Rank . Eastern Gate. 
The Great court yard. 
Tomb of Futtehporee . 


PLAN OF THE TAJE MAHEL, AGRA. 
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I. Channets for Water with — R : Gardens attached to the Tombs. Z. Omar Khans Market place. 
K. Beds of Flowers. S. 4 Well. a. Naber place for Scented, Oils . | — — 
L. Summer Houges. | T. Pawn Bazars. 5. Market place for Silks. — 
M. Die Proapal Gate of the Taje Mahet. U. Mecterm Gate | — | IS»  «ugee Doſs Market place 
N. Apartments for female attendants to Ladies of Rank . V. Eastern Gate. q he River uma 500 Guz tn width | 
O. The Great court yard. W. The leſier Gate. N. The breadth of the rwer ts not w proportion to the Scale . 
FP. Tomb of Fulttthporee. X. The Market place . | e. Buldings & Gardens i an unfoush'd State . 

Tomb of Atlbarabadee . X. Gates. | | | 


THE TAJE MAH EI 


AT 


AGRA. 


Tuis majestic edifice stands on the southern bank 
of the River Jumna, and was erected by the Emperor 
Shah Jehan as a Mausoleum for his favourite wife 
Mumtaza Zemani. The Taje Mabel has always 
been considered as the first example of Mahomedan 
architecture in India, and consequently, being a spec- 
tacle of the highest celebrity, is visited by persons of 
all rank, and from all parts. This high admiration 
is however not confined to the partial eye of the 
native Indian ; it is beheld with no less wonder and 
delight by those who have seen the productions of 
art in various parts of the globe. Stretched on an 
immense basement 40 feet high and goo in length, 
its prodigious mass of polished marble rises proudly 
over a river, that not only adds to its majesty, but, by 
reflection, multiplies its splendor: in truth, exclusive 
of its magnitude, extent, and variety, whatever may be 
our architectural predilections, we are overwhelmed 


with its effect, and compelled to acknowledge it a 
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most extraordinary assemblage of beauty and magni- 
ficence. 

On the northern side of the Mausoleum and at- 
tached to it, is a garden planned evidently by the 
same genius that conceived this princely edifice, It 
is intersected with canals, paved walks, and avenues 
of large umbrageous trees of various kinds; embel- 
lished likewise with alcoves, fountains, pavilions, &c. 
and interspersed with all the beauties of Flora. This 
garden 1s entered by a very magnificent gate connect- 
ing it with an extensive court, which also has its 
enrichments of tombs and other buildings ; beyond 
this court is another Yivision consisting of a spacious 
quadrangular Bazar, occupying the south end of the 
parallelogram, as the Mausoleum does that of the 
north; the dimensions of which are about 3ooo feet 
in length, and goo in width, and its whole area is in- 
closed by a strong wall. 

The tomb of the Sultana, composed of white 
marble richly carved, is placed in the centre of the 
principal apartment immediately under the great 
dome, within an octagonal screen of lattice work cu- 
riously inwrought ; and near to it is that also which 
contains the body of the Emperor Shah Jehan. 

The principal dome is enriched on the outside with 
a frieze inlaid with stones of . various colours; other 


parts are also decorated in the same manner. The 


whole interior of the Mausoleum is elegantly finished 
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with white marble; the carved ornaments are, as 
usual in Mahomedan edifices, limited to the represen- 
tation of flowers and foliage, and are executed with 
delicacy and taste, particularly those which cover the 
pannels of the sur-base: indeed the decorations in 
general are in the best style of Oriental art, and the 
more substantial parts consist of excellent masonry. 
All those parts of the building which appear white in 
these views are of marble, brought by land carriage 
from Kandahar, a distance of nearly six hundred 
miles; those which are red are composed of a stone 
obtained from the neighbouring Mewat hills. 

The ornamented wall of red stone which is the fac- 
ing to the general basement next the river, 18 about 
forty feet high, and nearly two hundred from the bot- 
tom to the crescent which terminates the cullice of 
the great dome. The building on the right with 
three marble domes is a Mosque; the one on the 
left, though similar in its general form, differs in its 
internal arrangement and decorations, having been 
appropriated to the accommodation of visitors of dis- 
tinetion. 


GARDEN VIE W. 


THE garden view of the Taje Mahel was taken 
immediately on entering it by the principal gate 


marked M. in the plan, and which is the subject of 
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the eighteenth plate of the first series of Oriental 
Scenery, whence the Mausoleum, being seen down an 
avenue of trees, has on first entering a most impres- 
sive effect on the spectator, The large marble bason 
H. in the centre of the garden with fountains, and 
those rising out of the watery channel I. with paved 
walks on each side, add to the variety and richness of 
the scene, and give to it that coolness which 1s 80 
luxurious an improvement to an Oriental garden. 
The still broader paved walks G. through avenues of 
trees afford shade during the heat of the day. From 
the great area or court yard O. the gate W. leads to 
the Bazar or market place X. 

The Taje Mahel, when these views were taken in 
the year 1789, was in very good repair, but in the year 
following the cullice which decorated the top of the 
principal dome was struck down by lightning, and 
the dome at the same time received material injury. 
The Bazar, from disuse, had suffered greatly; and 
some of the other parts within the grand enclosure 
exhibited strong marks of the destructive hand of 
Time; and it is much to be feared, that in these days, 
this edifice, so strongly characteristic of the former 
greatness of the Empire, will find no master disposed 
to restore and preserve it, either, for the honour of 


Indian art, as an ornament to the country, or a me- 


morial of one of its most illustrious monarchs, 
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This Mausoleum was begun to be built in the fifth 
year of the Emperor Shah Jehan, and the whole com- 


pleted in sixteen years, four months, and twenty-one 


Rupees. A. P. 
days, at the expence of 9,815,426. 13. 3. The Em- 


peror, it is said, intended also to have erected a Mau- 
soleum of corresponding magnificence for himself on 
the opposite side of the river, which is here more than 
a quarter of a mile wide, and to have connected them 


by a bridge of white marble. 
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